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Information panel in Laguna del Conde or Salobral
(Luque)
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

Via Verde del Aceite

¢) Route type: Linear.
Transport: On foot, by bicycle.
Permits: Not required

Recommended season: All year round; in summer, best early in the morning or late in

the afternoon.
Difficulty: Easy.

The former railway line of the so-called
Olive Qil Train has been converted into
one of the most popular trails in the
Subbética. Skirting the Natural Park, it
offers a route through an area with a re-
markable presence of raptors: Bonelli’s
eagle, short-toed snake eagle, peregrine
falcon, common kestrel, Eurasian ea-
gle-owl, and little owl.

Additional resources

Most of the stations along the Greenway
(Lucena, Cabra, Dofia Mencia, and Lu-
que) have rest areas, free parking, mo-

Field notebook

The route runs between the mountains
and the countryside, making it possible
to observe a wide variety of birds from
both habitats. Along the way, you may
encounter species such as the woodchat
shrike, various warblers (including Sardi-
nian and western Orphean), red-legged
partridge, black redstart, and common
chaffinch.

torhome areas, restaurants, and public
facilities. Cycling is highly recommended
to fully enjoy the natural landscapes.
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Dona Mencia Motorhome Area (Via Verde)

BIRD GUIDE TO THE SUBBETICA
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

¢) Route type: Linear
Transport: On foot.
Permits: Not required.

Valdecanas Route

g

9 Farmhouse of  Fountain of
a¥» Santa Rita Valdecafas

Recommended season: From October to May, early in the morning or late in the afternoon.

Difficulty: Easy.

Just 200 metres from the Santa Rita Vi-
sitor Center lies an abandoned stretch
of the old road to Granada. The starting
point, next to the old Santa Rita farmhou-
se, is a true haven of life—a perfect place
to pause and listen to the songs of dozens
of birds. Here you may observe golden
orioles, jays, nightingales, thrushes, ac-
centors, warblers, great spotted woodpec-
kers, and wrynecks.

Additional resources

A visit to the Santa Rita Visitor Center
is highly recommended. It serves as
the Interpretation Center of the Sierras
Subbéticas Natural Park and UNESCO

Field notebook

The route continues alongside the cliffs
known as El Choclaero, territory of the
golden eagle and often frequented by
griffon vultures. From there, it follows the
Valdecafas stream until reaching the far-
mhouse of the same name. Along the way,
it is common to see small flocks of goldfin-
ches, stonechats, red-rumped swallows,
hoopoes, wrens, and starlings searching
for food among the grazing goats.

Global Geopark. From here, two addi-
tional trails begin: the Enrique Triano
Botanical Trail and the ascent to the
Cabrera Viewpoint.




51

V0IL394NS IH1 0L 10In3 aIg




=T
—
| ]
led
(= =]
[==]
—]
oD
hled
—_
[
(=)
| ]
e
—
—)
(<L=]
=
(= =
(= =]

BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

From Los Pelaos to El Picacho

in the Sierra de Cabra

¢) Route type: Linear / out-and-back.

Transport: On foot, by bicycle, or by motor vehicle.

Permits: Not required

Picacho
Area

9 Parking
a¥p» entrance
to La Nava

(Z) Recommended season: From October to May, always early in the morning or late in the

afternoon.

Difficulty: Moderate if on foot or by bicycle — 6 km uphill with a gentle slope.

Starting from the Venta de Los Pelaos,
there are several places to park vehicles
and use them as birdwatching points,
if you decide to do the route this way.
Otherwise, bird activity itself will determi-
ne your stops.

On both sides of the road, up to the junc-
tion with the La Nava trail, the landsca-
pe is arid, dominated by limestone roc-
ks and low scrub with gorse, hawthorn,
matagallo, and wild olive. Small and me-
dium-sized birds are the main highlights
of this first section, including stonechat,
rock and black wheatears, rock bunting,

Additional resources

Once at the top, a visit to the Sanctuary
of the Virgen de la Sierra and the natu-
ral viewpoints of the Natural Park is hi-
ghly recommended. About 500 metres
before the Sanctuary, along the same

Field notebook

corn bunting, woodchat shrike, blue rock
thrush, common kestrel, and red-billed
chough.

From the La Nava junction up to El Pica-
cho, the vegetation changes. On one side
of the road lies a pine forest, while on the
other there is a dehesa landscape with
holm and gall oaks. Here you may obser-
ve species such as the crossbill, crested
tit, coal tit, golden oriole, and Bonelli’s ea-
gle. Throughout the route, griffon vultures
will often soar overhead, and flocks of
finches—goldfinches, linnets, and green-
finches—can also be seen.

road, you will find the starting point of
the Bail6on River Trail, a beautiful 12 km
linear route that leads to the town of
Zuheros. (Permit required via: pnsie-
rrassubbeticas.es/permisos-senderos)
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

Permits: Not required

Ma.].paSﬂ_]_O Reservolir EEA

¢ Location: Bordering the province of Seville
Transport: Access by car or bicycle to the parking areas.

(Z) Recommended season: All year round, best early in the morning or late in the afternoon.

Difficulty: Easy.

This small reservoir, located on the border
with the province of Seville, hosts an inte-
resting colony of marsh harriers that can be
observed from a distance without causing
disturbance, offering a spectacular view of
the meander formed by the Genil River be-
fore reaching the dam. The viewpoint can
be accessed via a dirt road at km 13 of the

Additional resources

We recommend visiting the Ruta del
Tempranillo, a cultural and tourist rou-
te inspired by the legend of the roman-
tic bandit José Maria “El Tempranillo,”

Field notebook

road connecting Corcoya and Badolatosa.
At the dam, there is a privileged spot to en-
joy the wildlife inhabiting the riverside vege-
tation on the opposite bank, where species
such as purple swamphen, common coot,
moorhen, little bittern, several species of
herons, common shipe, sandpipers, and
cormorants can be seen.

which runs through the municipalities
of Jauja, Alameda, Casariche, Bena-
meji, Palenciana, Badolatosa, and
Corcoya.

Malpasillo Reservoir (Lucena)




Subbetica Wikiloc Routes
Turism

Mancomunidad de la Subbética
Ctra. Carcabuey a Zagrilla, Km. 5,750 - Teléfono: 957 70 41 06
www turismodelasubbetica.es - turismo@subbetica.org

9 @turismosubbetica o @turisubbetica . 0 @turismosubbetica



turismodelasubbetica.es

Actuacion incluida en el PSTD “Plan de Desarrollo de
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