BIRD GUIDE
to the

Culldlica

Mancomunidad de la Subbética

® Turismo Sostenibl
unesco @\ @  Espacios Foegis

Geoparque mundial




Location

Dofia Mencfa @

Y o Luque
Cabra . Zuheros

o
Fuente Téjar

. . Carcabuey o

(]
Almedinilla

(]
Benameji Priego de Cérdoba

Rute
[ J

Encinas Reales

Iz:\éjar Subb ética

Q
Palenciana



Index

1 Front Page

2 Locatién

3 Index

4 Introduction

5 How to use this guide

6-7 Feathers

8-9 Legs

10-11 Beaks

12 Mallard / Red-legged Partridge
13 Little Grebe /

Grey Heron

14 Griffon Vulture / Golden Eagle
15 Common Buzzard/
Common Kestrel

16 Common Moorhen/
Black-winged Stilt

17 Common Wood Pigeon/
European Turtle Dove

18 Common Cuckoo/ Eurasian
Eagle-Owl

19 Western Barn Owl/

Little Owl

20 Eurasian Scops Owl/
Red-necked Nightjar

21 Common Swift/

Eurasian Hoopoe

22 Common Kingfisher/
European Bee-eater

23 Iberian Green Woodpecker/
Great Spotted Woodpecker

24 Crested Lark / Barn Swallow
25 Common House Martin/
White Wagtail

26 European Robin/ Common
nightingale

27 Black Wheatear/ Song Thrush

28 Mistle Thrush /
Common Blackbird

29 Eurasian Blackcap/
Sardinian Warbler

30 Common Chiffchaff/
Eurasian Wren

31 Great Tit/ Eurasian Blue Tit
32 Woodchat Shrike/
Eurasian Jay

33 Northern Raven/
Spotless Starling

34 House Sparrow/
Common Linnet

35 European Goldfinch/
European Greenfinch

36 European Serin/ Hawfinch

37 Activities and
Accommodations

38-39 Birdwatching Routes and
Observation Points

40-41 Buitreras
de Luque

42-43 Bailén River Canyon

44-45 Ascent to Puerto del
Cerezo

46-47 Lagoons of Southern
Cérdoba

48-49 Via Verde del Aceite
50-51 Valdecarnas Route

52-53 From Los Pelaos to El
Picacho

54 Malpasillo Reservoir

=T
—
| ]
aled
(= =]
[==]
f—]
oD
led
= =
[
(=)
[
e
—
—)
(<L=]
=
(= =
(= =]




=T
—
[
(==
(= =]
(= =]
—]
oD
Rkl
= =
[
(=)
[
Rl
—
—)
(<L=]
=
(= —
(= =]

Introduction

We have in our hands a field guide
that aims to showcase the common
birds we can observe during some
of our trips through the territory
that makes up the Subbética
Commonwealth.

On each of its pages, you'll find two
of these species, with a description
of their plumage, the areas where
they are most likely to be found, and
a phenology chart that will indicate
the time of year when we can expect
to see them.

Although we might think that we
don’t know these birds and that it
will be extremely difficult to identify
the ones in this book, in reality,
everyone knows at least some of
them: vulture, eagle, duck, pigeon,
starling, sparrow... It is precisely
this knowledge that will help us
understand the size of the described
birds by comparing them with some
of the birds we all recognize.

That way, we have the eagle and
the vulture, with wingspans ranging
from one metre (medium-sized
eagles) to three metres (vultures),
as a reference for the largest
birds. Ducks and pigeons, which

are familiar to everyone, will serve
as a reference for medium-sized
birds. And the starlings—those
black birds that we can often see on
aerials—and sparrows will be used
to reference the smaller birds.

A walk through the different habitats
of this region, where the mountains,
olive groves, wetlands, countryside,
forests, and Mediterranean
scrubland mix, will allow us to enjoy
birdwatching.

On these pages, we will not find
some of the most emblematic birds
of the Natural Park and Subbética
Mountains Geopark, such as the
peregrine falcon or the Bonelli’s
eagle, which are present in the
mountain areas but are not easy to
spot.

That's why we’ve chosen to show
the ones you’re most likely to spot
during your walks.

They’re not all the birds that exist,
but they are the easiest to spot if

you pay a little attention.

Happy birdwatching!



How to use this guide

On each profile, we will find well-
organized and useful information that
will help us identify the most common
birds in the Subbética Cordoba area
and locate the best spots to observe
them.

In addition to a photo that will help us
identify the bird, we will also learn the
different names it goes by in English
and Spanish, as well as the various
regional languages spoken in Spain,
including the scientific name and
the vernacular name used in the
Subbética. A chart will display the
months of the year and show when we
can spot each bird in the area: green

D609

This guide also offers a selection
of interesting routes to enjoy
birdwatching, with useful information
that indicates the difficulty of
each route, whether permission
is required to access them, their
duration, and a summary of the birds
you can spot along the way. At the
end of each route, we will find a field
notebook section where you can

for resident birds, yellow for summer
visitors, and blue for those that stay
only in winter.

Below each photo, we will see an icon
representing the type of habitat where
we can spot the bird. The icons will be
colour-coded: those in colour indicate
the areas where it will be easier to see
the bird, and those in black and white
show areas where spotting them is
less likely. This doesn’t mean you will
always find the bird in the coloured
areas or that they cannot be seen
in non-coloured spots; it’s just an
invitation to stay attentive. These are
the icons:

Birds of wetlands, such as reservoirs, rivers, streams, and lagoons.
Birds of open areas and crops, often pasturelands.

Forest birds, which sometimes include open spaces.

Mountain birds and high-altitude pasture areas.

Birds that live in human-influenced environments.

record the species you’ve spotted
and the date of your observations.
Lastly, the guide includes a section
where users can find information
about accommodations and
businesses that are part of the
‘Friends of the Birds’ project, which
protect, promote, and encourage
birdwatching in the Subbética
Cérdoba region.
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FEATHERS

Feathers play a fundamental role in birds: not only do they clothe them, but they
also help regulate their body temperature, acting as an effective insulator against
the cold and rain. During the cold winter days, it's common to see them with pu-
ffed-up feathers, a strategy that allows them to trap air between the feathers and
create a thermal chamber that keeps them warm.

Additionally, feathers play a key role in courtship, serving as a display feature, and
in camouflage, helping birds blend into their surroundings.
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LEGS

The legs also reflect the type of habitat where the birds live or how they feed. Birds
of prey have powerful talons with sharp claws to capture and hold their prey. Wa-
terbirds generally have webbed or lobed feet, which make swimming easier. Woo-
dpeckers have strong feet with toes and claws adapted for climbing and gripping
vertical trunks. Other species, like those that inhabit wetland areas, have long legs
that allow them to walk through the mud in search of food.
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BEAKS

The shape of the beak is directly related to the type of food the bird eats. In birds
of prey, it is robust and hooked, as it is used to tear apart their prey. Birds that feed
in mud generally have thin, long beaks that help them locate worms, mollusks, and
insects. Insectivores have slender and sensitive beaks, unlike granivores, which
have short, robust beaks. In the case of ducks and flamingos, their beaks have
small barbs used for filtering.
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>< Mallard

Gal: Lavanco real - Cat: Anec collverd - Eus: Basahatea
Nombres vernaculos: anade real, azulén, pato, pato de rio, pato real.

The male has an intense, iridescent
green head and neck, with a white co-
llar that separates the dark brown chest
feathers. The upper body is brown, and
the lower body is greyish, with two cur-
ly black feathers on its tail. The fema-

A[ectoﬁ's rizfa ))

Gal: Perdiz rubia. Cat: Perdiu roja. Eus: Eper gorria.
Nombres vernaculos: pajaro, pajaro perdiz, patirroja, perdigon.

The red-legged partridge is a robust
bird, with both sexes looking alike ex-
cept for a small spur that the male has.
It gets its name, ‘red-legged,’ due to its
red legs, as well as its red beak and
eye-ring. The face and throat are white,
as is a stripe over the eyes that extends

i/

26008
=

le has more subdued plumage, brown
mottled with dark brown. Both have bri-
ght blue feathers on their wings, called
specula. They can be observed in wet-
land areas: rivers, streams, irrigation
ponds, lagoons...

=< Red-legged Partridge S

N Y/

P0008
=

from the beak to the forehead. The neck
is white and black striped. The rest of
the body is reddish-brown, with the
flanks barred in black, white, and grey.
It prefers open areas with sparse scrub.
Its diet consists of seeds, plants, and in-
vertebrates.




== Litl rebe

(Tach ybap tus ruficollis)

Small in size, it has a short beak and a li-
ght-coloured breast, which is very striking
while swimming. Outside the breeding
season, the plumage is brown. During this
period, a white spot appears at the corner
of the beak; the crown and body turn dark,

=< Grey Heron

Gal: Garza real. Cat: Bernat pescaire. Eus: Koartza hauskara.

It is the largest of the Iberian herons. The
body generally appears in a grey tone,
darker on the back and wings. The neck,
which is quite long, is a paler grey with a
black line running along it. It has a long,
pointed, yellowish beak, the same colour
as its legs. The white forehead stands

; ™= Zampullin comun

Gal: Merguillete comun. Cat: Cabusset comu. Eus: Txilinporta txikia.

it RIS

P8008
=

and the face and neck take on an orange
tone. It is found in wetland areas such as
ponds, lagoons, reservoirs, and irrigation
ponds. lIts diet consists of fish, crusta-
ceans, amphibians, and aquatic insects,
which it catches while diving.

rm Garza real

26006
=

out against the black crown, which ends
in two black feathers that protrude from
the back of the head. This bird is asso-
ciated with wetland areas, where it hunts
by stalking, remaining completely still,
preying on all types of prey, especially
aquatic.
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>=< Griffon Vulture

(Gyps Fulvus)

Gal: Voitre coman. Cat: Voltor comu. Eus: Sai arrea.
Nombres vernéculos: buitre, butre, guaitre, guatre.

It is one of the birds with the largest
wingspans in Europe. Its plumage is
tawny, with a characteristic feathered
ruff at the base of the neck, whitish
in adults and darker in young indivi-
duals. lts powerful beak stands out at

>=< Golden Eagle

Gal: Aguia real. Cat: Aguila daurada. Eus: arrano beltza.
Nombres vernéculos: aguila, aguila negra.

It is the largest and most powerful of
the eagles living in the Iberian Penin-
sula. The plumage of adults is dark
brown, with golden reflections that
stand out on the head and neck, a cha-
racteristic that has led to it being called

26006
=

first glance, along with the fact that its
neck and head are featherless. It is a
gregarious bird typical of rocky cliffs,
where it usually builds its nest. Strictly
a scavenger, it feeds on dead wild or
domestic animals.

o e ‘ 7

Aguila real
0006

the golden eagle in some areas. They
are rock-dwelling birds par excellen-
ce. Their favourite habitats are rocky
mountain areas with cliffs, although it
is not uncommon to find them in lower
mountain ranges.




>< Common Buzzard

Gal: Mifiato comun. Cat: Aligot comu. Eus: Zapelatz arrunta.
Nombres vernaculos: aguila, aguila ratonera, aguilucho.

It is a medium-sized, stocky bird
with very variable colouration, ran-
ging from chocolate brown to quite
pale in different individuals. In flight,
you can appreciate its short, broad,
heavily barred wings and fan-shaped

>< Common Kestrel

(Falco tinnunculus)

Gal: Lagarteiro comun. Cat: Xoriguer comu. Eus: Belatz gorria.

Nombres vernaculos: plimilla, primilla.

A small, fast raptor that stands out due
to its long, barred tail with a dark band
at the end and its wide, long, pointed
wings. Both males and females display
reddish-brown tones with numerous
dark spots, along with the typical dark

o

rm Bysardo ratonero

806008
_—~

tail. It is very common and easy to
spot, thanks to its remarkable abili-
ty to adapt to any type of habitat. It
has a very varied diet, including small
mammals, birds, insects, reptiles, ca-
rrion, and more.

rm Cernicalo vulgar

26008
g

moustache of falcons. It prefers open
areas, such as grasslands, crops, fa-
llow fields, and dehesas (traditional
Iberian oak wood pastures), where it
feeds on small prey like small mam-
mals, birds, reptiles, and insects.
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(Gallinula chloropus)

>< Common Moorhen

em Gallineta comun

Gal: Galifia de auga comun. Cat: Polla d'aigua comuna. Eus: Uroilo arrunta. . ° 9 g
(o iAT)
=

Nombres vernaculos: polla de agua, polluela.

The adult’s plumage is dark brown. On its
flanks, you can see a discontinuous whi-
te line that extends to the tail. The shield
and base of the beak are red, contras-
ting with its yellow tip. This aquatic bird

N

Gal: Cegofiela comun. Cat: Camallarga comu. Eus: Zankaluzea.

A wading bird with an unmistakable
and elegant appearance, featuring
long and slender red legs. The wings
and the dorsal area that connects them
are black, as well as a variable exten-

>=< Black-winged Stilt

(Hi?nantopus himantopus) g

is very common and can be seen in any
wetland area: lagoons, rivers, streams...
preferably with some vegetation along
the shores. Its diet is very varied and can
be both plant and animal-based.

rm Ciglenuela comun

06008
=

sion from the head to the neck. The
rest of the body is white. It has a long
and slender beak. It lives in shallow
wetland areas, where it feeds on aqua-
tic invertebrates.




(Columba palumba)

Nombres vernaculos: paloma, torcaz.

A large-sized pigeon, with dark-coloured
upper parts, a prominent pinkish chest,
and a light greyish belly. Its head is small
in proportion to the body, and it has ye-
llow eyes with a conspicuous pale iris. It
has a white spot on each wing and on

(Streptopelia turtur)

[o[z][o[alx[e]c[=]>[=]n[m]|

Nombres vernaculos: tértolo (al joven).

Like a small, slender pigeon, the chest
is pinkish, while the belly is light. The
wings display a mix of camel, black, and
grey tones. On each side of the neck,
there is a black spot crossed by several

Gal: Pombo torcaz. Cat: Tudé. Eus: Pagausoa.

>< European Turtle Dove
&

Gal: Rula comun. Cat: Tértora eurasiatica. Eus: Usapal europarra.

>< Common Wood Pigeon

i,
rm Paloma torcaz

266008
=

each side of its neck, which are clearly vi-
sible when it flies. A forest bird commonly
found in dehesas and mixed forests, and
increasingly seen in urban parks. The
diet of the wood pigeon mainly consists
of seeds.

Toértola europea

986008
=

white streaks, and the eye is framed by
a reddish mask. It prefers open areas
with wooded zones, such as farmland
with hedgerows and riparian forests. Its
diet mainly consists of cereals.
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>< Common Cuckoo

(Cuculus canorus)

Gal: Cuco comun. Cat: Cucut comu. Eus: Kukua.
Nombres vernaculos: cuclillo, cucu, cuquillo.

The cuckoo is characterized by its
broad, pointed wings and long dark tail,
speckled with white spots, which, when
in flight, could be reminiscent of a spa-
rrowhawk. The males are slate-grey on
the upper parts, with a greyish head and
neck, and their undersides are whitish,

Gal: Bufo real. Cat: Duc eurasiatic. Eus: Hontz handia.

Nombres vernaculos: buho, bujo.

It is the largest nocturnal raptor in the
peninsula. It is characterized by the
prominent tufts on top of its head and
its large orange eyes. lts plumage is
tawny, heavily barred with dark brown

K

= Cuco comun
2000

lightly streaked. The females are simi-
lar, but with the neck showing a more
streaked grey pattern. Their main ha-
bitat is wooded areas, and they can be
found in pine forests, oak groves, and
dehesas. An insectivorous bird, its diet
includes processionary caterpillars.

>< Eurasian Eagle-Owl

60086

and black on the upper parts, and lighter
on the underside. It has powerful talons
with feathered toes. It can be found in
almost any type of habitat if there is an
availability of food, especially rabbits.




(Tyto alba)

Nombres vernaculos: lechuza ratonera.

A nocturnal raptor characterized by
its whitish tones, lack of tufts, and a
heart-shaped facial disc. Its plumage
shows a strong contrast between the
tawny colour of the upper parts and the
white underside. It is a typical bird of
open spaces, closely associated with hu-

== Little Owl

(Athene no

Gal: Moucho comun. Cat: Mussol comu. Eus: Mozolo arrunta.
Nombres vernaculos: mocholaco, muchuelo.

Easily recognizable by its size, large
head, and numerous rounded whi-
te spots. Its plumage is dark brown,
mottled with white, with distinct whi-
te eyebrows above its striking yellow
eyes. It mainly lives in open spaces

Gal: Curuxa comun. Cat: Oliba comuna. Eus: Hontz zuria.

>< Western Barn Owl

rm [ .echuza comun
0O00S

mans. Its diet includes small mammals,
birds, insects, amphibians, and reptiles.
For resting and breeding, it can choose
any cavity in the natural environment,
but it often prefers spaces constructed
by humans, such as barns, dovecotes,
attics, ruined houses, or churches.

BIRD GUIDE TO THE SUBBETICA
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== Mochuelo europeo

26008
2

with scattered trees, such as olive
groves, dehesas, riverbank forests,
and agricultural areas with stone walls
or dry-stone walls. It preys on small
mammals, reptiles, birds, and fairly
large insects.

19



=T
=)
[
(==
(= =]
(= =]
—]
oD
Rl
= =
[
(=)
[
Rled
(—]
—)
(<L=]
=
(= —
(= =]

(Otus scops)

[o[z[ofalx[e]c[=[>[=]n[m]|

It is the smallest owl on the peninsu-
la. Its plumage features a very cryptic
colouration, ranging from grey to red-
dish-brown, mottled with splashes and
darker stripes. Its head is distinguished
by its intense yellow eyes and two tufts

|o|z|o|m}_ﬂ|>v|u_|u|z|>|z|ﬁ|m|

Nombres vernaculos: sumalla, zumalla.

A nocturnal bird that camouflages per-
fectly thanks to its cryptic plumage — so
well, in fact, that you can walk right past
it and it won’t fly away. When resting on
the ground or perched on a branch, its
feathers resemble a piece of bark or a

Gal: Avenoiteira de caluga vermella. Cat: Siboc. Eus: Zata lepagorria.

>< Eurasian Scops Owl

. Autlllo europeo

Gal: Moucho de orellas europeo. Cat: Xot eurasiatic. Eus: Apo-hontza.
Nombres vernaculos: alcorneta, cabrilla, corneja, corneta, cornetilla.

26008
=

known as “ears.”

It is commonly found in riverside gro-
ves, parks, gardens, and other habitats.
It feeds mainly on large insects such as
beetles, cockroaches, moths, crickets,
grasshoppers...

*.‘\ b

-,

(Capnmu.lgus ruﬁco]]zs) t’! Chotacabras CueHlI‘I‘O]O

P600E

handful of leaf litter.

It can be spotted in dehesas (wooded
pastures), olive groves, open areas with
shrubs and trees, and pine forests with
clearings, where it feeds on flying in-
sects.



>< Common Swift

(Apus apus)

Gal: Cirrio comUn. Cat: Falciot negre. Eus: Sorbeltz arrunta.

Nombres vernaculos: golondrina.

Bird with entirely black plumage, ex-
cept for the white patch on its throat. It
has very short legs and long, pointed,
narrow wings designed for flight.

&~

A - B> ’
(Upupa epops) Bt
Gal: Bubela comun. Cat: Puput comuna. Eus: argi-oilarra.
Nombres vernaculos: abubilla caonera, agtilla, bejoillo, behuguillo,

bejuillo, bubilla, cajonera.

Its plumage is orange, with black wings
and tail marked by broad white bands.
But the most striking feature of this bird
is the crest it displays on its head, made
up of feathers tipped in black and white.
It has a long, downward-curved beak

= \encejo comun

266008
<

It can be found in almost any habi-
tat where insects are present, and it
usually chooses cracks and holes in
human-made structures for nesting.

L)}

o= Ab

T el

ubil

206006
'

that it uses to probe the ground in
search of insects, its main food source.
It is a typical bird of wooded areas with
open spaces, such as holm oak and gall
oak dehesas, olive groves, and almond
orchards.

BIRD GUIDE TO THE SUBBETICA
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(Alcedo atthis)

Gal: Picapeixe comun. Cat: Blauet comd. Eus: Martin arrantzalea.

Nombres vernaculos: colibri.

Its upperparts display metallic blue-
green plumage, while the underparts
are a vivid orange. The throat is white,
as are two spots on each side of the
neck. It has very short orange legs.

>< Common Kingfisher

4

= Martin pescador

P660S
=

It can be found in ponds, rivers,
streams, reservoirs, and other bodies
of water, provided there is an abun-
dance of fish, amphibians, and crusta-
ceans.

>=< European Bee-eater

-

(Merops ajﬁféﬁter)

Gal: Abellaruco europeo. Cat: Abellarol comu. Eus: Erle-txoria.
Nombres vernaculos: abejarruco, abeorruco, bejaruco.

About the size of a starling, it has a stri-
kingly colourful plumage that makes it
one of the most beautiful birds in Euro-
pe. The upperparts are reddish-brown
and yellowish, with green tones on the
tail and parts of the wings, while the

i

= Abejaruco europeo

20006
=

breast and belly are green or turquoise,
depending on how the light falls on the
feathers.

It is easy to spot in open areas with
shrubs, where it feeds on insects cau-
ght in flight.




g1
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(Picus sha

Gal: Peto verdeal. Cat: Picot verd ibéric. Eus: Okil berdea.

Nombres vernaculos: pajaro carpintero.

Its plumage is green, darker on the
upperparts and greyish on the under-
parts. The top of the head to the nape is
red, as is the “moustache,” which is black

,w»z
,m

7

(Dendrocopogswmajor) =

Gal: Picapau comun. Cat: Picot garser gros. Eus: Okil handia.
Nombres vernaculos: carpintero, pajaro carpintero.

It has a black back with white-speckled
wings and a white wing stripe. The face
is white, with a black head and a red
nape in males, which is black in fema-
les. The underparts are light, with a red
belly patch.

A forest-dwelling bird, it prefers coni-

/i -~ P ™ o

=< Iberian Green Woodpecker

rm Pjto ibérico
0008

in females. Like other woodpeckers, it is
associated with forested areas. It feeds
mainly on ants and their larvae, which it
catches with its long, sticky tongue.

BIRD GUIDE TO THE SUBBETICA

>= Great Spotted Woodpecker

—~ P

= Pjco picapinos
20008

ferous woods but is also common in
riparian forests with poplars and elms.
However, it can be found in a variety of
habitats, including holm oak, gall oak,
and juniper woodlands. Using its strong
bill, it chips away bark in search of in-
sects and larvae, its preferred food.

23
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>< Crested Lark

(Galerida cristata)

Stocky bird with pale brown plumage
streaked with darker markings. It is dis-
tinguished by the crest on its head, which
it can raise at will. Its tail is short, and like

(Hirundo rustica)

[o]z[o]e>|s[=[=[>[Z]n[m]

The swallow has black plumage with
blue reflections on the upperparts and
white on the underparts. The throat
and forehead are a rusty-red colour. Its
long, deeply forked tail is a distinctive
feature. The female is similar to the

Gal: Cotovia cristada. Cat: Cogullada vulgar. Eus: Kutturlio arrunta.
Nombres vernaculos: beeta, cua, cucud, cuja, vejeta.

Gal: Andurifia comun. Cat: Oreneta vulgar. Eus: Enara arrunta.
Nombres vernaculos: golondrino (al joven).

1

other larks, it has a very long hind claw.
It is abundant in dry farmland, grass-
lands, and wastelands, feeding on inver-
tebrates, seeds, and shoots.

rm Golondrina comun

266008
<

male but has a shorter tail.

It prefers open areas with a constant
presence of insects, such as farmland
and wetlands with marsh vegetation. It
often nests in barns, stables, and rural
houses.



(Delichon urbicum)

Nombres vernaculos: golondrina.

[o[z[o[alz[e]c[=]>[=]n[m]

About the size of a small swallow, this
bird is characterized by its white un-
derparts and rump, and glossy blacki-
sh-blue upperparts. It has a tiny beak,
short legs, and feathered toes. It is most

>< White Wagtail

o[> [-]-[2]> < [FlE

(Motacilla alba)

Its long tail, which it constantly wags up
and down, is particularly striking. The
upperparts are bluish-grey, the face
and forehead are white, the crown,
nape, and throat are black, and the

Gal: Lavandeira branca. Cat: Cuereta blanca. Eus: Buztanikara zuria.
Nombres vernaculos: fisfita, gafianera, tifa, tifa besanera.

>= Common House Martin

rm Avidn comun occidental

Gal: Andorifia do cu branco. Cat: Oreneta cuablanca. Eus: Enara azpizuria. . G 3 @
i \ilAa|
=

easily observed in urban environments,
where it often builds its nest on buil-
dings, forming colonies of varying sizes.
It feeds on small insects, which it cat-
ches in flight.

rm [ gvandera blanca

P00
=

underparts are white. It prefers pastu-
res with livestock, as well as wetlands,
ponds, rivers, streams, and roadside
edges. It feeds on both terrestrial and
aquatic insects.
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>= European Robin

(Erithacus rubecula) ~

Unmistakable. It is a bird with pale oli-
ve-brown tones, darker on the upper-
parts, and a distinctive orange patch
covering its breast, neck, and face. It
inhabits woodlands with open areas

- 3 o

== Petirrojo europeo

Gal: Paporrubio comun. Cat: Pit-roig. Eus: Txantxangorria.
Nombres vernaculos: pichi, pichirrubio, pirchén, pirchin.

266008
<

and scrub, as well as parks, gardens,
and riverside groves. It feeds on small
insects, spiders, and worms, and in au-
tumn and winter also eats berries and
the occasional seed.

>< Common nightingale

(Luscinia megarhynchos)

Gal: Rousinol comun. Cat: Rossinyol. Eus: Urretxindorra.

Nombres vernaculos: pajaro de Dios.

A bird that rarely ventures out of the sa-
fety of the scrub, where it hides perfectly.
Its upperparts are reddish-brown, while
the underparts are greyish. Its preferred

-

i
l
a7a

em Ruisefior comun
206008

habitat is the undergrowth and wooded
areas with dense scrub, where it feeds
on insects it catches on the ground by
lifting dry grass and leaf litter.




(Oenanthe leucura)

Gal: Pedreiro negro. Cat: Colit negre. Eus: Buztanzuri beltza.
Nombres vernaculos: coliblanca, coliblanco, curriblanca, mirra tejera,
negrete, rubiblanca, santa Filomena, tejero.

Slightly larger than a sparrow, it is an
unmistakable bird. Males are entirely
black, with a white tail and rump. Fe-
males share this pattern, but their black
is less intense, appearing more brow-
nish.

>< Song Thrush

-
(Turdus philomelos)

Gal: Tordo comun. Cat: Tord comu. Eus: Birigarro arrunta.

Nombres vernaculos: zorzal.

Smaller than the mistle thrush, it has
brown upperparts and underparts that
are white on the belly and buff on the
flanks, heavily spotted with inverted
heart-shaped markings. The underwing
is orange, visible in flight.

4 \

= Collalba neg;a |

20008
=

It establishes its territory in arid areas
with sparse vegetation, rocky slopes,
quarries, and stony ground. Its diet is
mainly insectivorous, feeding on sma-
Il beetles, caterpillars, ants, and other
invertebrates.

Zorzal comun
2000&

It is associated with wooded areas and
feeds on invertebrates such as earthwor-
ms, beetles, and snails. In autumn and
winter, it also eats seasonal fruits such
as hawthorn berries, mastic fruits, and
wild olives.

Pin
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>< Mistle Thrush

Gal: Tordo charlo. Cat: Griva. Eus

Nombres vernaculos: charla, guia, guia zorzal, zorzal guia.

A large thrush with greyish upperparts
and whitish underparts covered with
numerous rounded spots. On both si-
des of the breast, it has a distinctive
dark patch. It prefers forested areas,

26006
=

whether dense or with clearings,
showing a particular liking for holm
oak groves and coniferous forests. Its
diet includes both fruits and inverte-
brates.

>< Common Blackbird

rm Mirlo comun

-

Gal: Merlo comin. Cat: Merla. Eus: Zozo arrunta.

(Turdus merula)

28

Nombres vernaculos: mirla, mirra, mirra parda.

A medium-sized bird with very charac-
teristic and unmistakable plumage. The
male is entirely black, with an orange
beak and eye-ring. The female is dark
brown, with a dull yellow beak and a less
conspicuous eye-ring.

29008
=g

It is present throughout most of the terri-
tory and is very common in humanized
areas such as parks and gardens. lts diet
consists mainly of invertebrates, such as
insects and earthworms, supplemented in
autumn and winter with fruits and berries.




>= Eurasian Blackcap

(Sylvia atricapilla)

rm Curruca capirotada

Gal: Papuxa das amoras. Cat: Tallarol de casquet. Eus: Txinbo kaskabeltza.

Nombres vernaculos: cabecinegro, curilla, cabecirrubio, cabecita pana,

comehigos, paecurilla, ratilla.

Similar in size to a sparrow, this bird is
easy to identify thanks to the black cap of
the males and the reddish-brown cap of
the females and juveniles. The rest of the
body is covered in greyish plumage.

It is very common in undergrowth, areas

Nombres vernaculos: cabecinegro, cabecita negra, caldereta,
caldereto, ratilla de ojos malos, ratilla estepera.

The male’s plumage is generally grey,
lighter on the underparts, with a black
head that extends below the eyes, a red
eye-ring, and a white throat. The female
has a less contrasting design, with more
brownish tones and no black head.

26008
=

with abundant brambles, parks, and fo-
rests with shrub cover. Its diet consists
mainly of invertebrates, although a large
part of it is also made up of figs, persim-
mons, blackberries, wild olives, pomegra-
nates, and other fruits.

>< Sardinian Warbler

(Sylvia melanocephala) ¥ "= Curruca cabecinegra

Gal: Papuxa de cabeza negra. Cat: Tallarol capnegre. Eus: Txinbo burubeltza.

6008
=

Dense scrubland is the ideal habitat
for this small warbler, where it moves
skilfully among mastic bushes, rockro-
ses, hawthorns, wild olives, and gorse
in search of the small invertebrates it
feeds on.
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>« Common Chiffchaff
j ”*,

(Ph ylloscopus collybita)

== Mosquitero comun

Gal: Picafollas europeo. Cat: Mosquiter comu. Eus: Txio arrunta. _
Nombres vernaculos: bellotico, mosquera, mosquilla, pajarillo del agua, . 0 e g

pajarillo mosca, verdoncillo.

Very small, with greenish-yellow pluma-
ge, lighter on the underparts, dark legs,
and a faint pale-yellow eyebrow. The
beak is black and slender.

Itis found in wooded and shrubby areas,

>< Eurasian Wren

Gal: Carriza comun. Cat: Cargolet. Eus: Txepetxa.

One of the smallest birds in Europe, it
is characterized by its reddish-brown
plumage, finely barred on the wings and
tail. The underparts are a paler shade,
especially on the throat. The tail is short
and is often held upright, wagging up
and down when something catches its

(Troglodytes trog]bdytes) |

preferring humid or flooded zones, whe-
re it feeds on small invertebrates. In au-
tumn and winter, it may also consume
some fruits.

rm Chochin paleartico

PEO0E
=

attention.

It can be found in humid areas, streams,
riverside forests, and shaded spots with
shrub cover. An insectivorous species, it
hunts prey suited to its small size, such
as flies, mosquitoes, spiders, small ca-
terpillars, and aphids.




>=< Great Tit

(Parus major) ~ %

rm Carbonero comun

Gal: Ferreiro comun. Cat: Mallerenga carbonera. Eus: Kaskabeltz handia. . 0 3 9
Nombres vernaculos: aguaqui, cagachin, chochovi, curica. R

It has a glossy black head with white
cheeks, a green back, and yellow under-
parts with a vertical black band—thicker
in males—that runs from the throat to

(Cyanistes caeruleus)

Gal: Ferreirifio azul. Cat: Mallerenga blava. Eus: Amilotx urdina.
Nombres vernaculos: cagachi, cagachin, cagachin chico.

The common blue tit is distinguished by its
white cheeks, blue crown, and a black line
that runs across the eye from the beak to
the nape. The back is greenish, the wings
are bluish, and the underparts are yellowi-

>< Eurasian Blue Tit

the base of the tail. A forest-dwelling
bird, it is also present in dehesas, river-
side groves, parks, and gardens, where
it feeds on insects, seeds, and fruit.

rm Herrerillo comun

20008
=g

sh with a vertical black stripe.

It is a forest bird, preferring areas with holm
oaks, gall oaks, dehesas, parks, gardens,
and undergrowth. Mainly insectivorous, it
also feeds on fruits and seeds.
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Gal: Picanzo de cabeza rubia. Cat: Capsigrany comu.
Eus: Antzandobi kaskagorria. Nombres vernaculos: alcudén,

cabezon, carnicero, guacharro (el pollo).

Slightly larger than a sparrow, it is notable
for its reddish-brown cap. The underparts
are white with soft cream tones, contras-
ting with the black upperparts and tail. It
has a characteristic black mask and a
short, curved beak reminiscent of a bird

-~ Eurasian Jay

986008
_—~

of prey. It prefers open areas with shrubs,
medium-sized trees, and even farmland,
as long as there is a place to build its nest.
A skilled hunter of insects, it also includes
in its diet small reptiles such as lizards and
small mammals such as mice and voles.

(Garrulus glandarius) ; ™ Arrendajo euroasiatico

Gal: Gaio comun. Cat: Gaig. Eus: Eskinosoa.

32

Its plumage is pinkish-brown, with stri-
king black wings marked by white bands
and a vivid blue wing patch barred with
black. The tail is also black, with a cons-
picuous white rump. The face is paler

than the rest of the body, highlighting its
robust beak and a distinct black mous-
tache. It is a forest bird that can be
observed in coniferous and deciduous
woodlands, as well as holm oak forests.




>< Northern Raven

(Corvus corax)

Gal: Corvo carnazal. Cat: Corb. Eus: Erroia.

Nombres vernaculos: grajo, grajo negro.

The largest of the corvids, its plumage
is entirely black with metallic reflections.
The beak, covered at the base with
bristles, is robust, long, and powerful.
It can be observed almost anywhere;

>=< Spotless Starling

(Sturnus unicolor)

Nombres vernaculos: tordo.

Black with metallic reflections in both
sexes, though less glossy in the fema-
le. It has a yellow beak with a greyish
base and pink legs. In winter, adults
show slightly speckled plumage and a
dark beak.

This species is often associated with

Gal: Estornifio negro. Cat: Estornell negre. Eus: Arabazozo beltza.

rm Cuervo grande

286008
<

although typically associated with rocky
cliffs, it also nests in large trees or even
on electricity pylons. An opportunistic
omnivore, it feeds on virtually anything
within its reach.

Estornino negro

29008
=g

humanized environments such as far-
mland, farmhouses, silos, livestock
sheds, villages, and parks. The star-
ling usually searches for insects and
seeds while walking on the ground,
but it is also a frequent visitor to or-
chards.
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-~ House Sparrow

(Passer domesticus)

Gal: Pardal comun. Cat: Pardal comu. Eus: Etxe-txolarrea.
Nombres vernaculos: guacharro y gurripato (al pollo).

There is a notable difference between the
sexes. The male has grey underparts,
neck, and crown, while the back is reddi-
sh-brown, streaked with black and cream.
It shows a black mask and a black bib,
which becomes larger during the bree-

>< Common Linnet

=y
(Linaria cannabina) jf

Gal: Lifiaceiro comun. Cat: Passerell comun. Eus: Txoca arrunta.
Nombres vernaculos: camachillo, camacho, camachuelo.

As its name suggests, it is a brownish
bird, slightly smaller than a sparrow. Du-
ring the breeding season, the male de-
velops crimson tones on the forehead

=

mm Gorridn comun
20008

ding season. Females and juveniles are
brownish-grey on the underparts, darker
and streaked on the upperparts, and lack
the bib. It is associated with humanized
landscapes. Although mainly granivo-
rous, it also feeds on fruit and insects.

Plo =i s
~ == Pardillo comun
2000

and breast, with the grey on the face and
neck becoming more intense. It prefers
open areas with shrubs where it builds
its nest, feeding mainly on small seeds.




Q.
(Carduelis carduelis) \%

Gal: Xilgaro comun. Cat: Cadernera. Eus: Kardantxiloa.

Nombres vernaculos: colorin.

Its face is red, with a black-and-white pa-
ttern on the head. The beak is conical,
designed to access the seeds of thistles,
which form the basis of its diet. The black
wings feature a bright yellow band, espe-
cially visible in flight. The back and flanks

(Chloris chloris)

Gal: Verderolo comun. Cat: Verdum. Eus: Txorru arrunta.

Nombres vernaculos: verdén.

Sparrow-sized, with greenish-yellow
tones, which in males become brighter
and more yellow during the breeding
season. Females are duller, with a more
greyish colouration. Its preferred habitat

W/
) ’I ) 2 /
\/\ : ‘\.\'t// .

== Jilguero europeo

>= European Goldfinch

= N

™,
-

20008
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are brown, while the underparts are whi-
te. The tail is black with white patches.
It breeds in lightly wooded areas. In
autumn and winter, it forms large flocks
together with other birds in open areas,
feeding mainly on seeds.

>< European Greenfinch

Y N N
rm VVerderdn comun

20008
g

is open woodlands, and it is also com-
mon in parks, gardens, olive groves,
holm oak woods, and citrus plantations.
It feeds mainly on seeds, supplemented
with fruits and small insects.
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(Serinus serinus)

Gal: Xirin comUn. Cat: Gafarr6. Eus: Txirriskila arrunta.
Nombres vernaculos: chamarin, verdecillo.

A small bird with greenish-yellow plu-
mage, more greyish in females, and
lightly streaked. During the breeding
season, the male intensifies its co-
lours, showing a bright yellow face,

>< Hawfinch

Larger than a sparrow, it is notable for
its large head and thick, powerful beak.
The black wings have a white band
with metallic reflections, and the tail is
tipped with white. Overall, the plumage
combines various tawny tones, darker
on the back and lighter on the under-
parts. The head is orange with a grey
neck, a black mask, and a black bib.

Gal: Bicogroso europeo. Cat: Durbec. Eus: Mokolodia.
Nombres vernaculos: cascanueces, gorrion basto.

rm Serin verdecillo

26008
g

neck, and breast. It prefers open areas
with patches of light woodland. Its diet
is based mainly on seeds, though it
may occasionally consume small in-
sect larvae.

Z Lz - Vi
(Coccothraustes coccothraustes) =8 P1cogordo comun

20006
=

Females are similar but with duller,
greyer tones. It frequents woodlands
with oaks such as holm oak, cork oak,
and gall oak, as well as areas with fruit
trees, beech forests, and undergrowth.
It is specialized in eating hard-stoned
seeds, which it cracks open with its
strong beak, such as cherries, hackbe-
rries, and wild olives.



Establecimientos asociados

Activities

Accommodations

Explora Natura SL (Cabra)
exploranaturasl@gmail.com

exploranatura.com - TIL: 651692 055
Management of hides / observation
points for bird photography. Educational
workshops

Centro Ecoturista El Castillejo
(Carcabuey)

cecosubbetica@qmail.com - TIL: 605 908 516
Birdwatching and bird photography.
Binoculars available and use of digital
Al tools. Activities for building, decora-
ting, and installing nest boxes.

Parque Ornitolégico de la
Subbética (Carcabuey)
{urismo@carcabueyes - Tif: 661 864 016

Free access for self-guided Vvisits.
To access the observation hide, a
password is required, available from
the Carcabuey Tourist Office.

Birding Iznajar (Iznajar)
hirdingiznajares - info@hirdingiznajares-
TIL: 646 407348 / 692 T12 171

Guided birdwatching tours and hide
rentals.

Guias de la Ruta del Tempranillo
(Jauja-Lucena)
carmencarrefodl@gmail com - Tif: 646 00 28 39
Birdwatching and bird photography.

Dxocio SL (Doia Mencia)

W dxociocom - info@dxocio.com - TIf; 691 843 532
Workshop on building nest boxes.
Observation of urban birds.

NATEAM (Iznajar)

Wwwnateam.es - info@nateam.es- TIf: 692 712171
Guided birdwatching tours. Brand of
the Natural Park of Andalusia.

Cortijo de Frias (Cabra)

cortijofrias@cortijofrias.com - web.cortijofrias.com - TIf: 957334 005
Tourist apartments / Farm school. Birdwatching
and bird photography. Binoculars and bird gui-
des available.

La Posada Amena (Carcabuey)
hooking com/Share-DyhjbeT - posadaamena@outlook.com
TIE: 722 347673

Birdwatching information. Binoculars and bird
guides available.

Villa Mohana (Iznajar)

Info@ecovillamoana.com - www.ecovillamoana.com - TIf: 623559390
Birdwatching information. Binoculars and bird
guides available.

Apartamentos Rurales Los Castillarejos (Luque)

loscastillarejos.com - reservas@loscastillarejos.com - TIf: 957 090 012
Birdwatching information. Binoculars and bird
guides available.

Tandem House (Priego de Cérdoba)

andemhouse@hotmail.com - TIf: 660 628 336
Birdwatching information. Binoculars and bird
guides available.

Posada Nifia Margarita (Aldea de Los
Villares — Priego de Cérdoba)
info@posadalaninamargarita.com - posadalaninamargarita.com-
TIL: 638 281362 - 957 704 054

Rural houses. Birdwatching information. Binocu-

lars and bird guides available. Bird photography
hide and guided tours offered.

Casa Rural La Era (Zambra-Rute)

conencaniorural.com - info@conencantorural.com - Tif: 630 788 877
Birdwatching information. Binoculars and bird
guides available.
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Birdwatching Routes and Observation

3 1 Buitreras de Luque
3 ) Bailén River Canyon
3 3 Ascent to Puerto del Cerezo

3 /1 Southern Cérdoba Lagoons
Q. 5 Via Verde del Aceite

Valdecanas route
26

Q 7 From Los Pelaos To Picacho
«» ' in the Sierra de Cabra CORDOB

3 8 Malpasillo Reservoir

SEVI
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LUCENA

ENCINAS REALES
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PALENCIANA

-45
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MALAGA

Costa del Sol
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

Q Route type: Linear. Access via dirt track.

Permits: Not required.

Buitreras de Luque

Ol
&) Transport: On foot, by bicycle, on horseback, or by motor vehicle. Cortado de la

Gan;:.ha de
Bernabé

Fountain

Buitreras

Recommended season: From October to May, early in the morning or late in the afternoon.

Difficulty: Easy.

From the start of the track at the Carca-
buey junction, numerous flocks of fin-
ches can be observed, including chaffin-
ches, serins, greenfinches, linnets, and
goldfinches. This is thanks to the quality
of the territory, made up of organic olive
groves that provide abundant food.

Insectivorous birds also find a suitable
place here, given the presence of small
riverside woodlands with marsh vege-
tation and Mediterranean scrubland,
which offer food in autumn and winter
such as wild olives, blackberries, and
mastic berries. Among these species,
you may encounter several warblers:

Additional resources

About 3.5 km from the start of the dirt
track lies La Gancha de Bernabé, a spi-
llway system nearly three metres high
that channels large amounts of water
into circular stone basins.

The Buitreras de Luque are part of the

Field notebook

Sardinian, garden, western Orphean,
subalpine, blackcap, and Dartford.

As the path continues through olive gro-
ves, scrubland, and remnants of poplar
stands, it is easy to spot blackbirds,
great tits, blue tits, long-tailed tits, cirl
buntings, rock buntings, and European
robins. At the base of the cliff known as
Las Buitreras, you can enjoy the ma-
jestic flight of the great giants of the
Subbética—the griffon vultures. On the-
se limestone walls, you may also see
red-billed choughs, jackdaws, common
kestrels, and, with some luck, the em-
blematic peregrine falcon.

Public Use Trail of the Sierras Subbéti-
cas Natural Park, the Buitreras Route,
which is 18 km long. It is also an IM-
BA-certified MTB trail. It can be comple-
ted on foot, by bicycle, or by vehicle, and
it ends in the beautiful town of Luque.
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

¢) Route type: circular.
Transport: On foot.
Permits: Not required.

Bailén River Canyon %&:3@ RO

-
La Atalaya
Viewpoint

Charco Hondo
Viewpoint

Recommended season: From October to May, early in the morning or late in the afternoon.

Difficulty: Easy/Moderate

This route can be done as a circular
walk, starting in Zuheros along the road
to the Cueva de los Murciélagos (Bat
Cave) up to the Piedra de la Estrella
fountain, where a marked trail leads
into the Bailon River Canyon, descen-
ding back to the village. Alternatively,
you can walk a section along the road,
leaving the canyon to one side—also an
excellent option for birdwatching, recom-
mended for people with reduced mobi-

Additional resources

A must-see is the Cueva de los Murcié-
lagos, located 4 km from the town cen-
ter. It offers a tourist route of 515 metres
with 700 steps. Currently, it is the largest
cave in the province of Cérdoba (guided

Field notebook

lity. Along both options, a great variety
of species can be observed, particularly
cliff-dwelling birds that find their paradi-
se here: blue rock thrush, black whea-
tear, rock bunting, European stonechat,
Thekla’s lark, common kestrel, Bonelli’s
eagle, griffon vulture, red-billed chough,
peregrine falcon, and crag martin. From
the viewpoint, sunset is a privileged mo-
ment to listen to the calls of the majestic
Eurasian eagle-owl.

visits available at +34 957 694 545). It
is also highly recommended to stop at
the various scenic viewpoints and enjoy
a walk through the beautiful village of
Zuheros.




Bailén River Cahyon (Zuheros)

Birdwatching area
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

Ascent to Puerto

Cerezo

¢) Route type: Out-and-back.
&) Transport: On foot.

Puerto del Upper part of
Cerezo Puerto del
Fountain Cerezo

Permits: Required — this is a raptor nesting area, and access is prohibited

during the breeding season

(@) Recommended season: From September to February.

Difficulty: Easy/Moderate.

This mountain pass lies between two
of the highest peaks in the province of
Cérdoba: La Tifiosa and Pico Bermejo.
The habitat is frequented by large rap-
tors such as the griffon vulture, golden
eagle, and Bonelli’s eagle. The ascent
is not technically difficult but is long, fo-
llowing a zigzagging path. Much of the
route runs alongside a small stream,

Additional resources

The trail passes between the Sierras of
Alhucema and Bermejo, reaching Puer-
to del Cerezo at an altitude of 1,304 me-
tres. From here, it is possible to continue
up to Pico Bermejo (1,474 m). Along the
margins of the Puerto stream, riverside ve-
getation can be observed, including white
poplar (Populus alba), black poplar (Po-

Field notebook

making it easy to observe small and
medium-sized birds such as warblers,
chiffchaffs, thrushes, and accentors—
as well as their predators, including the
common kestrel and sparrowhawk. In
the higher zones, the ring ouzel can be
observed in winter, and in spring, with
the appropriate permit, the striking blue
rock thrush.

pulus nigra), giant reed (Arundo donax),
narrow-leaved ash (Fraxinus angustifolia),
dog rose (Rosa canina), and bramble (Ru-
bus ulmifolius).

Permits: No permit is required if you re-
main on the public track. However, ente-
ring the forest or participating in organized
activities does require authorization.
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

Lagoons of

Southern Cdérdoba

¢) Route type: Observation points.
Transport: On foot.
Permits: Not required

@ o

Laguna del Laguna
Salobral Amarga

Recommended season: All year round, as long as there is water in the lagoon
visited; sunrise and sunset are the best times

Difficulty: Easy.

Within the municipalities that make up
the Subbética Commonwealth, there are
three lagoons of particular interest due to
the abundance of waterbirds they host:
Salobral, Dulce, and Amarga.

Laguna del Salobral (or del Conde) is
located in the municipality of Luque. It
is a shallow, seasonal, brackish lagoon,
accessed via a country road at km 345 of
the N-432 highway. When it holds water (it
usually dries out in summer), it is possible
to observe species such as flamingos,
white-headed ducks, great crested
grebes, little grebes, black-necked grebes,
and marsh harriers.

Lagunas Dulce and Amarga are located
in the municipality of Lucena, just a few

Field notebook

metres apart. Starting from the parking
area, a short trail leads to Laguna Dulce,
a very shallow seasonal lagoon, ideal
for observing waders such as avocets,
redshanks, stilts, sandpipers, and plovers,
as well as herons and flamingos among
others.

Laguna Amarga is the only permanent
lagoon in the Subbética. Its name (“Bitter
Lagoon”) comes from the taste of its
water, caused by high concentrations of
dissolved magnesium sulfate. From the
observation hide, birds such as the red-
crested pochard, white-headed duck,
gadwall, black-necked grebe, common
and crested coot, and moorhen can be
observed.




mation panel in
(Luque)
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

Via Verde del Aceite

¢) Route type: Linear.
Transport: On foot, by bicycle.
Permits: Not required

Recommended season: All year round; in summer, best early in the morning or late in

the afternoon.
Difficulty: Easy.

The former railway line of the so-called
Olive Qil Train has been converted into
one of the most popular trails in the
Subbética. Skirting the Natural Park, it
offers a route through an area with a re-
markable presence of raptors: Bonelli’s
eagle, short-toed snake eagle, peregrine
falcon, common kestrel, Eurasian ea-
gle-owl, and little owl.

Additional resources

Most of the stations along the Greenway
(Lucena, Cabra, Dofia Mencia, and Lu-
que) have rest areas, free parking, mo-

Field notebook

The route runs between the mountains
and the countryside, making it possible
to observe a wide variety of birds from
both habitats. Along the way, you may
encounter species such as the woodchat
shrike, various warblers (including Sardi-
nian and western Orphean), red-legged
partridge, black redstart, and common
chaffinch.

torhome areas, restaurants, and public
facilities. Cycling is highly recommended
to fully enjoy the natural landscapes.




n

XDXDALA

L5 Z e

Dona Mencia Motorhome Area (Via Verde)
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

¢) Route type: Linear
Transport: On foot.
Permits: Not required.

Valdecanas Route

g

9 Farmhouse of  Fountain of
a¥» Santa Rita Valdecafas

Recommended season: From October to May, early in the morning or late in the afternoon.

Difficulty: Easy.

Just 200 metres from the Santa Rita Vi-
sitor Center lies an abandoned stretch
of the old road to Granada. The starting
point, next to the old Santa Rita farmhou-
se, is a true haven of life—a perfect place
to pause and listen to the songs of dozens
of birds. Here you may observe golden
orioles, jays, nightingales, thrushes, ac-
centors, warblers, great spotted woodpec-
kers, and wrynecks.

Additional resources

A visit to the Santa Rita Visitor Center
is highly recommended. It serves as
the Interpretation Center of the Sierras
Subbéticas Natural Park and UNESCO

Field notebook

The route continues alongside the cliffs
known as El Choclaero, territory of the
golden eagle and often frequented by
griffon vultures. From there, it follows the
Valdecafas stream until reaching the far-
mhouse of the same name. Along the way,
it is common to see small flocks of goldfin-
ches, stonechats, red-rumped swallows,
hoopoes, wrens, and starlings searching
for food among the grazing goats.

Global Geopark. From here, two addi-
tional trails begin: the Enrique Triano
Botanical Trail and the ascent to the
Cabrera Viewpoint.
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

From Los Pelaos to El Picacho

in the Sierra de Cabra

¢) Route type: Linear / out-and-back.

Transport: On foot, by bicycle, or by motor vehicle.

Permits: Not required

Picacho
Area

9 Parking
a¥p» entrance
to La Nava

(Z) Recommended season: From October to May, always early in the morning or late in the

afternoon.

Difficulty: Moderate if on foot or by bicycle — 6 km uphill with a gentle slope.

Starting from the Venta de Los Pelaos,
there are several places to park vehicles
and use them as birdwatching points,
if you decide to do the route this way.
Otherwise, bird activity itself will determi-
ne your stops.

On both sides of the road, up to the junc-
tion with the La Nava trail, the landsca-
pe is arid, dominated by limestone roc-
ks and low scrub with gorse, hawthorn,
matagallo, and wild olive. Small and me-
dium-sized birds are the main highlights
of this first section, including stonechat,
rock and black wheatears, rock bunting,

Additional resources

Once at the top, a visit to the Sanctuary
of the Virgen de la Sierra and the natu-
ral viewpoints of the Natural Park is hi-
ghly recommended. About 500 metres
before the Sanctuary, along the same

Field notebook

corn bunting, woodchat shrike, blue rock
thrush, common kestrel, and red-billed
chough.

From the La Nava junction up to El Pica-
cho, the vegetation changes. On one side
of the road lies a pine forest, while on the
other there is a dehesa landscape with
holm and gall oaks. Here you may obser-
ve species such as the crossbill, crested
tit, coal tit, golden oriole, and Bonelli’s ea-
gle. Throughout the route, griffon vultures
will often soar overhead, and flocks of
finches—goldfinches, linnets, and green-
finches—can also be seen.

road, you will find the starting point of
the Bail6on River Trail, a beautiful 12 km
linear route that leads to the town of
Zuheros. (Permit required via: pnsie-
rrassubbeticas.es/permisos-senderos)
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BIRDWATCHING ROUTES AND OBSERVATION POINTS

Permits: Not required

Ma.].paSﬂ_]_O Reservolir EEA

¢ Location: Bordering the province of Seville
Transport: Access by car or bicycle to the parking areas.

(Z) Recommended season: All year round, best early in the morning or late in the afternoon.

Difficulty: Easy.

This small reservoir, located on the border
with the province of Seville, hosts an inte-
resting colony of marsh harriers that can be
observed from a distance without causing
disturbance, offering a spectacular view of
the meander formed by the Genil River be-
fore reaching the dam. The viewpoint can
be accessed via a dirt road at km 13 of the

Additional resources

We recommend visiting the Ruta del
Tempranillo, a cultural and tourist rou-
te inspired by the legend of the roman-
tic bandit José Maria “El Tempranillo,”

Field notebook

road connecting Corcoya and Badolatosa.
At the dam, there is a privileged spot to en-
joy the wildlife inhabiting the riverside vege-
tation on the opposite bank, where species
such as purple swamphen, common coot,
moorhen, little bittern, several species of
herons, common shipe, sandpipers, and
cormorants can be seen.

which runs through the municipalities
of Jauja, Alameda, Casariche, Bena-
meji, Palenciana, Badolatosa, and
Corcoya.

Malpasillo Reservoir (Lucena)
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